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OPERATION DAYS AT THE HOSPITALS.

MONDAY...... Metropolitan Free, 2 P.M.-St. Mark's, 9A.M. and 2 P.M.-Royal
London Ophthalmic, 1I A.M.-Royal Westminster Ophthalmic,
2.30 P.M.

TUESDAY ..... Guy's, 1.30 P.M.-Westminster, 2 P.M.-Royal London Ophthal-
mic, Ii AS.-Royal Westminster Ophthalmic, I.30 P.M.-West
London, 3 P.M.-National Orthopsedic, 2 P.M.

WEDNESDAY.. St. Bartholomew's, 1.30 P.M.-St. Mary's, 1.30 P.M.-Middlesex,
I P.M.-University College, 2 P.M.-King's College, 2 P.M.-Lon-
don, 2 P. M.-Royal London Ophthalmic, II A.M.-GreatNorthern,
2 P.M.-Samaritan Free Hospital for Women and Children, 2.30
P.M.-Cancer Hospital, Brompton, 3P.M.-Royal Westminster
Ophthalmic, I.30 P.M.

THURSDAY.... St. George's, IP.M.-Central London Ophthalmic, I P.M.-Royal
Orthopsedic, 2 P.M.-Royal London Ophthalmic, 1i A.M.-Hos-
pital for Diseases of the Throat, 2 P.M.-Royal Westminster Oph-
thalmic, 2.30 P.M.-Hospital for Women, 2 P.M.-St. Thomas's
(Ophthalmic Department), 4 P.M.-Charing Cross, 2 P.M.

FRIDAY ........ Royal Westminster Ophthalmic, I. 30 P.M.-Royal London Oph-
thalmic, II A.M.-Central London Ophthalmic, 2 P.M.-Royal
South London Ophthalmic, 2 P.M.-Guy's, 2.30 P.m.

SATURDAY.... St. Bartholomew's, 2.30 P.M.-King's College, 2.30 P.M.-Royal
London Ophthalmic, xI AM.-East London Hospital for Chil-
dren, 2 P. -Royal Westminster Ophthalmic, 1.30 P.M.-
St. Thomas's, 1.30 P. M.-Royal Free, 9 A.M. and 2 P. M.

MEETINGS OF SOCIETIES DURING THE
NEXT WEEK.

TUESDAY.-Royal Medical and Chirurgical Society, 8.30 P.M. Dr. Vandyke
Carter, " On the Delhi Boil"; Dr. Andrew and Dr. Duckworth, " On a Case
of all but Universal Paralysis in a Child following exposure to Heat, with
complete recovery"; Dr. Laidlaw Purves, "An International Calculating
Scale for Ophthalmological Purposes".

WEDNESDAY.-Hunterian Society, 8 P.M. Mr. Rivington, "Case of Imper-
forate Anus, the Rectum communicating with Urethra"; Mr. W. Adams,
"On Infantile Paralysis".-Association of Surgeons Practising Dental Sur-
gery, 8.30 P.M. Mr. Fairbank, "On the various Morbid Conditions of the
Tooth-pulp, and their Treatment"; and other communications.

FRIDAY.-Quekett Microscopical Club (University College, Gower Street),
8 P.M. Mr. T. Charters White, M.R.C.S., "A Contribution to the Life-
History of Botryllus".-Clinical Society of London, 8.30 P.M. Dr. Southey,
"A case of Idiopathic Tetanus successfully treated by large doses of Bromide
of Potassium"; Dr. Southey, "A case of Parenchymatous Nephritis, in which
the Dropsy was combated by Drainage-tubes"; Mr. Christopher Heath,
"A case of badly united Fracture of the Bones of the Leg treated by the
Excision of a Wedge by Linhart's Chisel (a living subject)"; Dr. Day, "A
case of Ascites in a Young Child treated by Paracentesis and Copaiba: Re-
covery (a living subject)".

LETTERS, NOTES, AND ANSWERS
TO CORRESPONDENTS.

CORRESPONDENTS not answered, are requested to look to the Notices to Corre-
spondents of the following week.

AUTHORS desiring reprints of their articles published in the BRITISH MrDICAL
JOURNAL, are requested to communicate beforehand with the printer, Mr. Thomas
Richards, 37, Great Queen Street, W.C.

PUBLIC HEALTH DEPARTMENT.-We shall be much obliged to Medical Officers
of Health if they will, on forwarding their Annual and other Reports, favour us
with D-u#licate Co..ies. '

CORRESPONDENTS, who wish notice to be taken of their communications, should
authenticate them with their names-of course not necessarily for publication.

WE CANNOT UNDERTAKE TO RETURN MANUSCRIPTS NOT USED.
COMMUNICATIONS respecting editorial matters, should be addressed to the Editor,

37, Great Queen Street, W.C.; those concerning business matters, non-delivery
of the JOURNAL, etc., should be addressed to the General Manager, at the Office,
36, Great Queen Street, W.C., London.

THE ANTIVIVISECTrONISTS.
A SCOTCH contemporary states that one night last week a lecture was to have been

delivered against vivisection, in the Literary Institute, Edinburgh ; but before
the hour of meeting the hall was crowded almost entirely by students, who pre-
vented the lecture from taking place. The lecturer, it is said, was received with
such interruptions by hooting, yelling, ringing of bells, and playing of instru-
ments, that he was unable to proceed, and left the hall along with his friends. The
students afterwards marched to the residence of Professors Lister and Grainger
Stewart, whom they loudly cheered. They perambulated the streets for two
hours, followed by a large crowd. We had occasion a few weeks ago to disap-
prove of conduct of this kind (not, of course, the demonstration in favour of
esteemed professors, but the proceedings in the lecture-room). However wrong
the antivivisectionists may be in their facts and arguments, they have a right to
be heard; and they should be met by correctedly stated facts and sound reason-
ing. To do any thing which can give them a plea for complaining of persecution
is most injudicious.

CONGESTION OF THE OPTIC NERVE AND RETINA.
SIR,-Will any of your correspondents kindly inform me what are the best means

for removing venous congestion in the optic nerve and retina in an aged dyspeptic
-patient, and whether it is considered a removable disease ?-I am, etc.,

Enfield, April ioth, I877. A NORTHERN M.D.

CORRESPONDENTS are particularly requested by the Editor to observe
that communications relating to Advertisements, changes of address,
and other business matters, should be addressed to Mr. Francis
Fowke, General Secretary and Manager, at the Journal Office, 36,
Great Queen Street, W.C., and not to the Editor.
THE COMPOSITION AND QUALITY OF THEZ METROPOLITAN WATERS IN

MARCH 1877-
Ths following are the returns made by Dr. C. Meymott Tidy to the Society of
Medical Officers of Health.

~NitrogeAmmonig. Hardness.
Names of Water _A_a_3. Nitrogen A o, (Clarke's Scale.)

Companies. _ As N bB At

E-P!D o ASNiaes- Saline. Organic Before AfterE-:4trates.&c. Sln.OgicBoiling. Boiling.

Tkames Water Grains. Grains. Grains. Grains. Grains. Degs. Degs.
Com,6axies.

Grand Junction .. 22.90 0.503 0.195 0.OOI o.oo8 13.7 4.3
West Middlesex.. 2I.40 0.073 o.i68 o.oor o.oo6 14.3 46
Southwark and
Vauxhall ...... 20.50 0.071 o. xg8 0.001 0.007 14-3 4.6

Chelsea .......... 21.20 0.054 o.x65 0.000 o.oo8 14.3 3.0
Lambeth ........ 22.10 0.070 0.I86 o.ooo 0.009 I3.7 4.8

Other Com,hanies.
Kent ............ 30.10 0.007 0-375 0.000 0.002 a8.8 4.6
New River ...... 21.20 o.oo6 o.x68 o.ooo 0.oo6 14.8 4.2
East London .... 22.50 0.070 0.150 0.000 o.oo6 13.7 4.2

Note.-The amount of oxygen required to oxidise the organic matter, nitrites.
etc., is determined by a standard solution of permanganate of potash acting for
three hours; and in the case of the metropolitan waters, the quantity of organic
matter is about eight times the amount of oxygen required by it. The water was
found to be clear and nearly colourless in all cases but the following, when it was
slightly turbid -namely, the Grand Junction, the West Middlesex, and the
Lambeth.

ANATOMY IN QUEEN'S COLLEGE, CORK.
SIR,-In your issue of December 3oth, 1867, I see a complaint from "A Cork Stu-
dent" that the Professor of Anatomy has debarred "senior students from entering
the dissecting room unless on payment, for the third time, of the full fee for the.
course of anatomy". " A Cork Student" seems to think this a hardship, and, from
the tone of his letter, I gather that such is the general opinion of the students. As
a graduate of the Queen's University in Ireland, I desire to protest most strongly
against such ideas. There can be no hardship in paying for the article you wish
to buy, but very great hardship to the seller if you insist on taking his property
without paying for it. In my time, when we wanted a third session of anatomy,
we paid for it as a matter of course, and never dreamt of any hardship. I may
add, that all students who wished to take a good place in their examinations usually
took a third course of anatomy, two courses being quite inadequate to enable one
to gain a thorough knowledge of the subject. The fee for the third tesm is less
than for the first, if 1 remember rightly.-I am, etc., THos. BROWNI, M.D.
Hong Kong, February 28th, 1876.

DR RowE (Margate).-The weights and measures used in America are those of the
old London PharmacoAeia-the Apothecaries' weight. The ounce contains 480
grains, and is subdivided into 8 drachms or 24 scruples. The grain is the same as
an England.

REGISTRATION IN BRITISH COLUMBIA.
THE following extract from an official record of registered medical practitioners,

published in the British Colzumbia Gazette for February ioth, seems to indicate
some laxity in the admission of persons to the practice of medicine in that part of
her Majesty's dominions. " Philip James, Victoria; application received March
30th, 1876; diploma registered March 3oth, 1876. A diploma from the Reformed
Medical College of New York; date obliterated in original."

OBSTRUCTION OF THE NosE.
SIR,-I should feel obliged if any of your readers would kindly suggest treatment in
the following case. A boy aged 13 has his left nostril closed by bulging of the
bony septum of the nose. How it became so I cannot say, but there is no dis.
ease, and never has been. He is unable to run any distance with his mouth
closed; his tongue is unpleasantly dry in the morning, owing to his sleeping with
his mouth open. Could the nostril be moulded into its proper shape, and if so,
how? PRECIUNTA.

April Igth, 1877.
TOOTH.-FORCEPS.

SIR,-Requiring to purchase some tooth-forceps lately, I consulted my old friend
l)ruitt's Surgeon's Vade Mecum; and, according to the advice I there found, I
ordered Tomes's set of seven pairs from Messrs. Maw; and for completeness
excellence, and economy, they cannot be surpassed. The cost of the forceps was
five shillings each pair; and of a morocco pouch with strap and buckle, six shil-
lings. The only improvement I can suggest is, that the forceps should be nickel.
plated to prev_nt corrosion. This would probably cost about ten shillings extra
for the seven pairs. According to my experience, these seven pairs of forceps are
sufficient for the extraction of teeth and their fragments under all circumstances;
and I am surprised that they have not become the rule with surgeons, and that
they are not to be found in surgical catalogues without the claw and elevator. I
regard the claw as barbarous, and the elevator as unnecessary and objectionable.
The cost of forceps and pouch complete would not exceed two guineas (or nickled,
say two-and-a-half guineas); and they are fully sufficient for the purpose. Accord-
ing to the vague ideas prevalent amongst surgeons and instrument-makers as to
how many instruments really are necessary for tooth-extraction, a so-called com-
plete set of forceps, etc., costs double or treble this amount -and most unneces-
sarily.-I am, etc., W. J. M.

LINIMENTUM AMMONIJE. -W. J. M. writes that equal volumes of water and
olive-oil with ammonia (and turpentine), at discretion, answer very well. The
Pharmacoj5aia preparation does not contain nearly sufficient water for solution
of the soap formed in the process.
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NOTICE TO ADVIERTISERS. -Advertisements for insertion in the
BRITISH MEDICAL JOURNAL, should be forwarded direct to the
Publishing Office, 36, Great Queen Street, W.C., addressed to
Mr. FOWKE, not later than Thursday, twelve o'clock.

ON THE RELATION OF ALCOHOL TO MEDICINE.
M.D.LOND., referring to the letterof" A Physician" in the JOURNAL of March 24th,

says :-Every medical man knows the value of bitter itnfusions in atonic dyspepsia.
What scientific proof is there that the improvement was due to the alcohol in the
Burton ale, and not to the infusion of hop? Again, it is quite consistent with a
thorough advocacy of general total abstinence to admit that alcohol acts as an

anaesthetic to the nerves of sensation in the stomach (thereby sometimes relieving
unpleasant sensations), and also as a temporary local irritant, producing a vari-

able amount of determination of blood, just as mustard or pepper wilL Such a

hyper-irritant action is unnecessary for the digestion of proper food in a normal
stomach, is apt to produce chronic congestion of the stomach and liver if pushed
beyond very small (probably) but indeterminable limits, and makes itself neces-

sary for even average digestive efforts the more regularly it is applied. All medi-
cinal uses of alcohol are legitimate, but ought to be under the control of the pro-

fession. The outcry of teetotallers against its medical use is simply because
medical men will persist in ordering all kinds of mixtures, and insending the patient
to the publichouse or wine-merchant to obtain them. It is a hetitiorirnci$ii to
adduce the text " which maketh glad the heart of man" in proof of Divine ap-

proval of mild intoxication, as though no property of grapes or unfermented wine
can cheer or cause gladness. " Corn" (the harvest, vide " Harvest Home") " shall
make the young men cheerful, and new wine" (Heb. tirosh, the vintage fruit) "the
maids." A Scotch minister is said to have been much puzzled by this verse: he

said he could understand how new wine (if intoxicating) could make the young
women cheerful, but could only account for corn having the same effect on the
supposition that it stood for "whisky".
"Another Physician" writes :-When a young man, I was very delicate, and

from nineteen to twenty-three years old seldom free from some ailment, due to
general weakness. As I was a firm teetotaller, my convictions became a source
of dispute with my friends, and, under the orders of two medical advisers, I
sacrificed my own preferences by taking a daily quantum of sherry; and subse-
quently I was in the habit, until the summer of I875, of swallowing my dose of
beer or wine with each day's dinner. So far, however, from being secured by
this in the enjoyment of health, I have always had excessive sensitiveness to
atmospheric changes, and have again and again been laid up for two or three
weeks at a time. Two years and a quarter since, I resolved to drink nothing
stronger than good filtered water, except a morning and evening cup of tea. The
result is, that indigestion, headache, sleeplessness, and fear of weather, are all
things of the past. Not only have I had splendid health, but now, at fifty-four
years of age, 1 have more energy than I had at thirty, and I can do a day or a
night's work, or a succession of them, with any man you please.

CENSOR.-Misprints and misunderstandings in Shakespere are very numerous. The
following occur to us. In Macbetk, Act 4, sc. s, is, " Though bladed corn be
lodg'd." This word " lodg'd" can only mean that the corn has been placed or
stacked somewhere, which would be a most advantageous position for the hus-
bandman. But the sense of the passage requires that the 'bladed corn" shall be
utterly destroyed by the wind. Shakespere's thought clearly is, that the ears of
corn shall be beaten together by the wind and the kernel threshed out, thus ren-
dering it only fit to turii cattle into. Instead of " lodg'd", " threshed" or " husked"
would give the meaning, but probably neither is the exact word of Shakespere.
Some one in the Midland Counties connected with agriculture might be able to
supply the word for which " lodg'd" has been mistaken. In Hamlet, Act 3, sc. 1,
Hamlet says: "You should not have believed me; for virtue cannot so inoculate our
old stock [, but] we shall relish of it." The last clause of the preceding is a mere
jumble of words without meaning. By omitting the comma and substituting " that"
for "but" in the brackets-thus rectifying a very easy transcriber's or printer's
mistake-the sense will be rendered manifest to all who understand the theory of
grafting. The next example also occurs in the glorious play ofHamlet; and pro-
bably a more curious instance of the perpetuation of a blunder never occurred in
literature. It is in Act 5. sc. I, the scene in the churchyard with Yorick's skull-
the situation in which Sir Thomas Lawrence chose to represent John Philip
Kemble, who with other great actors must have thought over the passage
thousands of times, leaving out of count the millions of outsiders. The
speaker is Hamlet. "He hath borne me on his back a thousand times; and now
how abhorred my imagination is! my gorge rises at it. Here hung those lips
that I have kissed I know not how oft," etc. From which it appears that
Hamlet's gorge rose at havirg been carried pickaback by the defunict long
years before, than which nothing can be imagined more absurd or opposite to the
sense of Shakespere. The reminiscence is undoubtedly a pleasant one, and its
antithesis is the holding the stinking skull in his hand and pointing out where
" hung those lips that I have kissed so oft": this is the circumstance that natu-
rally excites his sense of loathing. The passage can be set right without changing
a word of the author, thus: " He hath borne me on his back a thousand times I
And now !-(How abhorred my imagination is!-my gorge rises at it!) Here hung
those lips that I have kissed so oft !-" etc. Surely no great author was ever so
ill served as Shakespere.

TREATMENT OF RINGWORM BY PERCHLORIDE OF IRON.
SIR,-It has been declared by an ancient authority that "there is nothing new
under the sun". Under your heading of " Therapeutic Memoranda", two of your
correspondents have recorded their experience of the treatment of ringworm by
the local application of perchloride of iron as being " attended with very excellent
results". There is something to me intensely funny in reading this announce-
ment in the year I877, remembering, as I do, that when I was a student, more
than forty years ago, this was recognised as a very effective treatment of ring-
worm. I may go still further back-to my school-days-when the same treat-
ment was adopted in the form of ink " with excellent results".-I am, etc.,
Sunbury, March 3TSt, 1877. JOSEPH SEATON, M.D.

BUGS.
SIR,-Perhaps some of your readers will kindly state what, in their opinion, is the

best to use as a " preventitive of bugs", and also what is the most useful chemical
for destroying them when located in a large building such as an hospital. Of
course, patients constantly bring along with them these uncomfortable vermin;
and I should take it as a great favour if I shall be able to obtain a complete rid-
dance ofsuch troublesome tenants.-I am, sir, your obedient servant,
March 31st, I877. HABBRUTaBY.

NOTICES of Births, Deaths, Marriages, and Appointments, intended for

insertion in the BRITISH MEDICAL JOURNAL, should arrive at the
Office not later than IO A.M. on Thursday.

CAUSATION OF GOUT.
SIR-Dr. C. R. Drysdale calls attention to the marked immunity from gout enjoyed

by the Parisian workman as compared to the London, and invites opinions as to

its cause. I quite agree with him that Dr. Potain is wrong in attributing it mainly
to the excess of animal food consumed by the English workman. I have treated

many cases of well marked gout amongst the agricultural labourers in Gloucester-

shire, whose dietary certainly contained less animal food than that of a Parisian

workman, who finds a plate of animal food of some sort in the menu of the very
humblest restaurant. I cannot speak from personal experience of the London

workman, but I believe it would be difficult to show that his indulgence in animal

food bore the same proportion to that of the Parisian, exhibited by their relative

proneness to gout. Are we not justified, then, in assigning as the chief factor the

difference as to quality and quantity of the liquor consumed in the two countries

respectively? T'he wine usually drunk by the French workman is thin and poor,
but I believe not inferior in alcoholic strength to the family cider of the Gloucester-

shire labourer. But I am satisfied, from actual observation, that in the quantity re-

spectively consumed lies all the difference. Two gallons of cider j$er diem is a

very ordinary allowance in Gloucestershire ; and the labourer will not only con-

sume this amount, but clamour for more. The French workman never consumes

anything like this amount of wine habitually, and so I conclude that his compara-
tive immunity from gout is in exact proportion to his temperance. And I deem it

not improbable that Dr. Drysdale will find, upon inquiry amongst London hospi-
tal cases of gout, that the patients will admit the consumption of an amount of

beer or porter which few French workmen ever equal, and which the majority
would rightly regard as simply bestial.
To conclude-while admitting,that gluttony plays an important part in the pro-

duction of gout-- I believe the chief factor to be the inordinate imbibition of liquor
of any sort; and that when those of our countrymen, who have not yet done so,

come to realise the fact that Nature did not intend them to be used as mere casks,

gout will be as rare in London as it is in Paris.-I remain, yours, etc.,

C. M. CAMPBELL, M.D.

17, Belgrave Terrace, Torquay, March 24th, 1877.
IODINE AND ITS APPLICATIONS,-W. J. M. writes :-A saturated solution of iodine

in methylated spirit (one ounce in a half-pint) is an efficient substitute for the

more costly preparation of the Pharmacorteia. The odour of the methylated
spirit is concealed by the iodine.-Water (pure or distilled), saturated with iodine

by maceration and agitation, is very agreeable to take, and will as effectually
produce the toxic and medicinal effects of the element as the more costly iodine.

Lugol was, I believe, the author of this simple formula; but, like many other

useful things, it seems to have been lost sight of. The ordinary adult dose of

aqueous solution of iodine to begin with is two tablespoonfuls, increased if neces-

sary. The addition of a small quantity of rectified spirit to the water increases its

solvency, but is, according to my experience, uniiecessary and objectionable.
CANADIAN SURGEONS.

WE take the following from a Canadian paper:-The London (England) Board. of

Trade has notified the Allan Steamship Company that henceforth none of its ships
would be allowed to clear at the Custom House, unless the surgeons on board are

provided with diplomas from some college in England, Ireland, or Scotland. Sir

Hugh Allan has written to Dr. Campbell, Dean of the Medical Faculty of McGill

College, a letter, in which he says: " I am totally ignorant of the reason why this

regulation is proposed, or of any good to be attained by it. We have for the last

twenty years carried Canadian surgeons on board of our steamers, as well as Eng-
lish ones, and the result of our experience is, that the Canadian surgeons are

quite equal, both in professional acquirements and gentlemanly bearing, to those

we receive from the colleges in England." Canadians will quite agree with Sir

Hugh Allan in the estimate he forms of the qualifications of the graduates of our

medical colleges. They will appreciate the course marked out in the following
portion of his letter. " I therefore am not disposed to submit to this requirement,
inasmuch as I think it is a great injustice to the institutions of this country, as

well as to the young men who study therein, and, in point of fact, it is a slight

upon the dominion itself. I have written to the government urging them to take
action in this matter without delay, and I write this letter to you with the view

that you should bring it before the authorities of the University of McGill Col-

lege, or in any other way that you think most likely to attain the object I have in

view, and that is a full and perfect recognition of our own medical men as being
equal to any others." It will be the duty of the Dominion Governiment to record

at once its sense of the humiliation of the Board of Trade's order, which ought
to be revoked without delay. The assumption of British superiority is too impu-
dent to be tolerated for an instant.

SPASMODIC MUSCULAR CONTRACTION.
Srs,-I shall feel obliged if any member can throw light on the following case with

respect to its cause, and any means likely to prove of therapeutic value. A gen-
tleman, solicitor, forty years of age, well built and of apparently good constitu-

tlion, began to complain four years ago of stiffness in the right arm and difficulty
in raising it above the head, supposed to have been caused by slipping off the step

of an omnibus whilst in motion, the arm being jerked in the effort to prevent a fall.

These symptoms were soon followed by certain muscular contractions, which I

will describe; their connection, however, with the above accident may be only a

coincidence. He came under my care two years ago, when his symptoms were

much the same as they are at the present time, though latterly they have been
worse in some particulars. At first sight, the case appears like "writers' cramp".
On watching the movements, however, in the act of writing, it is plainly seen that

the thumb and index-finger are not at fault, but that the contraction commences

in the third and fourth fingers, which become strongly flexed upon the palm after

writing a few lines, and then carry with them the second and index-fingers,
thus causing the pen to roll from between the latter and the thumb. If the third

and fourth fingers be stretched out and rested on the table, the act of writing can

be more easily accomplished. Similar phenomena are observed when the patient
takes hold ofthe stem of a wineglass orany thin object: latterly, whenan attempt
has been made to use a carving knife, the flexor carpi ulnaris has come into strong
action and frustrated the attempt. In short, from close observation of the case,

it would seem that there is some abnormal irritability of the ulnar nerve. There

is a good deal of shooting pain in the forearm when any of the above-mentioned

actions are attempted ; also some pain where the ulnar nerve winds round the

elbow-joint: slight decrease in the cutaneous sensibility of the Dalmar surface of

the forearm. There is no loss of muscular power in grasping any large object, A
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London physician, whom the patient consulted, described the ulnar nerve as
thickened, where it can be felt subcutaneously in the upper arm; but I have not
been able to satisfy myself on the point. There is no history of syphilis; no
enlarged glands in the axilla. The patient's father suffered from gout, but the
patient himself has never had an attack.
As regards treatment, numerous tonics (nervine and otherwise) have been given:

bichloride of mercury and iodide of potassium extensively; locally, both the con-
tinuous (strong and weak) and interrupted currents. The former appeared to do
good for a time, but afterwards the patient thought it aggravated the symptoms.
I also constructed a light gutta-percha splint for the support of the third and fourth
fingers (extending from the wrist), which seemed to give some relief in the act of
writing. Scott's dressing has been applied to the upper arm, on the supposition
of the ulnar nerve being thickened. Iodine and pustulating ointments, also, I
believe, were used before his coming under my care. He has rested the arm as
much as possible, only writing what is absolutely necessary. Any suggestion as
to treatment will be thankfully received. -Yours, etc., M.B.LoND.

MUSSEL-POISONING.
;IR,-In answer to the inquiry of" Medicus" as to the most useful treatment in
cases of mussel-poisoning, I can say, after some experience (having seen in nearly
thirty years' practice about one hundred and twenty cases), that the following
treatment is most successful. As soon as the first signs of poisoning (viz., swell-
ing of the face and urticaria) appear, give an emetic of ipecacuanha and tarta r
emetic. After this has taken effect, give a mixture of spiritus minderci x6
grrammes, sulphuric ether 3 grammes, and any aromatic water 140 grammes. I
never required to give anything more. Such cases are pretty frequent here, as
the poorer classes of our population eat mussels during nine months of the year,
and all the inbahitants during July, August, and September, mussels being then
fat and of the best taste. Mussel-poisoning is easily prevented: when they are
boiled with an onion and a piece of bright silver (spoon, fork, or money), and the
onion and silver remain white, then the mussels are good; on the contrary, should
either of them or both turn brown, then there is poisonous matter present, and
the whole should be thrown away. Should mussels be eaten raw or fried, then
it is impossible to apply this test.-I am, etc., A. MAYER, M.D.
Antwerp, March 27th, 2877.

'OMEDONES-Dr. E. Drummond, of Dronfield, suggests to" Inquirens" the fol.
lowing treatment. Carefully extract them with a small watch-key by a gentle but
rapid pressure (the knack is soon learned). Bathe the face with a warm sulphur
or salt-bath; or apply sulphur-soap in the evening, leaving the lather to dry on
the face, and wash off with warm water in the morning. It is useful to pencil the
affected part with spirit, in which a little soft soap has been dissolved. In severe
cases, a paste may be similarly applied, composed of milk of sulphur, grycerine-
spirit, carbonate of potash, and sulphuric ether, in equal parts: wash off in the
morning. There is no permanent cure.-" R. J. W. 0." suggests a trial of the
following: Cream, sulphur, bicarbonate of soda, glycerine, rectified spirit, and
cherry-laurel water, of each equal parts. It is applied before going to bed and
left on for the night, the part affected being first carefully washed with soap and
warm water.

CONSULTATION FsxEs.
;IR,-To Mr. Mr. Cosgrave's query in the BRITISH MEDICAL JOURNAL of the I4th
instant, relative to " consultation fees", under the circumstances alluded to I think
that I may venture to affirm, with some degree of confidence, that no member of a
firm of practitioners whose opinion and advice are sought for a patient under the
care of a partner in the firm is entitled, by professional usage, to claim the cus-
tomary fee of a consultant. Such advisory visits, indeed, if within the prescribed
distance of an ordinary visit, are generally regarded as complimental (and, per-
chance, necessary as " patient-retaining") ones.-I am, sir, yours truly, M. D.

FATTY DEJECTIONS.
;IR,-The letter of Octogenarius M.D.", recalls to my mind a very similar case
which I had under my care in 1874. I was consulted on February 20th of that
year by Mr. W., a well-to-do farmer living in my neighbourhood. He complained
of feeling very ill, and dreaded the return of an attack he had had ten years pre-
viously, which was pronounced by his then medical attendant to he the passage
of a gall-stone. On questioning him with regard to the character of his motions,
he replied that they were very loose, more like oil than proper motion, smelt very
badly, and were pale in colour. I diagnosed that he was suffering from some ob-
struction in the bile-duct. I prescribed for him a saline aperient, and advised his
entire withdrawal from business, and complete rest. Two days after I had first
seen, him I was sent for, and found him in bed, suffering most excruciating pain in
the region of the liver and stomach, constantly vomiting, and in a cold clammy
perspiration. Under the influence of calomel and opium, iced soda-water, and
hot pouiltices, the symptoms were much relieved, and on the following day he de-
scribed himself as being free from pain. Just previously to my visit, he had
passed, as he said, before he could help himself, about a tumblerful of oily, highly
offensive, pale coloured fluid; and this corresponded in character, his wife told
me, to what he had passed on some occasions before. His urine was scanty, high
coloured, and loaded with lithates. On the second day, he being free from pain,
I ordered a full dose of sulphate of magnesia and senna, and gave directions that
any motion that resulted should be saved. It was not long before an effect was
produced; and I carefully passed a somewhat copious pale coloured most offen-
sive stool through muslin, and I found three gall-stones, each about the size of a
pea-two of them having single facets, the other not being so marked. For some
days he remained under my care, but eventually became able to visit Harrogate,
which he did with much benefit. The motions had become quite normal, and con-
tinued so as long as I had the opportunity of seeing him.
The peculiar oily character of this patient's motions, similar to what your cor-

respondent relates, reminded me of a statement I had read somewhere (but where
I now forget), that obstruction of the common bile-duct frequently gave rise to the
presence in the motions of fatty matter; and upon this fact I founded my dia-
gnosis at his first visit, verified by subsequent events. I would therefore suggest
to your correspondent that perhaps his liver is at fault. There maybe an obstruc-
tion in his common bile-duct, but of what nature I could not venture to state.
With regard to the attack of pneumonia from which he suffered, it may be that
this " local inflammation" to which persons who suffer from faulty action of the
liver-indicated by copious deposits of lithic acid in the urine-are prone, may
have arisen from the same faulty action of the liver. Again, too, in persons who
have been infected by specific poisons, typhoid fever, and the like (your corre-
spondent's diarrhcea, caused by his superintending the opening of a cesspool, to
wit), how often are they sufferers from congestion of the liver? The English
translation of his signature may also give some clue to the cause of his ailment,
for advancing age does not increase functional activity-it rather impairs it. I

cannot therefore help thinking that this discomfort is to be traced to the liver.
The " liver", I know, " covers a multitude of sins", but the symptoms point most
distinctly to this organ being the probable seat of the mischief. To help him
out of his difficulty is another question. I should advise him to abstain from oily
and saccharine food, to drink small quantities of seltzer-water and brandy, to take
plenty of open-air exercise, and occasionally in the early morning a full dose of
mineral water, made warm-the Hunyadi Janos for preference ; above all, not to
be disconsolate about his state, but to remember " three score years and ten is the
allotted time for man".-Yours truly, W. B. HOLDERNESS.
Huntingdon, April gth, 1877.

Wa are indebted to correspondents for the following periodicals, containing news,
reports, and other matters of medical interest :-The Scarborough Daily Post;
The Hampshire Telegraph; The Birmingham Daily Gazette; The Scotsman;
The Edinburgh Courant; The Bridport News; The Liverpool Medical Enquirer;
The Liverpool Porcupine; The Sheffield and Rotherham Independent; The
Western Daily Mercury; The Macclesfield Courier; The Birmingham Daily
Post; The North Wales Chronicle; The Broad Arrow; The Sunderland Daily
Post; The Irish Times; The Australasian; The North and South Shields
Gazette; The Liverpool Daily Post; The Bradford Observer; The Western
Mail; The Leeds Mercury; The Hull Criterion; The Glasgow News; The
Crewe Guardian; The Liverpool Critic; The St. Pancras Gazette ; The Wor-
cester Chronicle; The Oswestry Advertiser; The Glasgow Herald; The High
Peak News; The Metropolitan; The Observer; The Home Chronicler; The
Derbyshire Advertiser; The West Middlesex Advertiser; The Rock; The St.
Andrew's Gazette; The West Cork Eagle; The Portsmouth Times; The Tun-
bridge Wells Gazette; The North British Daily Mail; The South London Press;
The Chatham and Rochester Observer; The Redditch Indicator; The Colonies;
The Warrington Express ; The Croydon Chronicle; The Northampton Herald ;
The Londonderry Sentinel; The Lincolnshire Chronicle; The Liverpool Daily
Courier; The Salford Weekly News; The Northern Echo: The Home Ruler;
The Richmond and Twickenham Times; The Western Morning News; The
Liverpool Mercury; The Carlisle Journal; The Merthyr Express; The Sussex
Daily Post; The Sheffield Daily Telegraph; The Nottingham Journal; The
Manchester Free Lance; The Belfast News Letter; The Malvern News ; etc.

** We shall be greatly obliged if correspondents forwarding newspapers will
kindly mark the passages to which it is desired to direct attention.

COMMUNICATIONS, LETTERS, etc., have been received from:-
Sir Thomas Watson, London; Dr. J. Braxton Hicks, London; Mr. T. Annan-
dale, Edinburgh; Dr. George Johnson, London; Dr. Gillespie, London; Mr. A.
W. M. Robson, Leeds; Mr. Greenough, London; Dr. Parsons, Goole; The
Secretary of Apothecaries' Hall; Dr. J. Milner Fothergill, London; M.D.Ed.;
The Secretary of the Quekett Microscopical Club; Mr. R. Barwell, London;
Mr. J. A. Spencer, Ballinasloe; Dr. Edis, London; Good Friday; Mr. Eastes,
London; An Old U. C. H. House-Surgeon; Dr. Tripe, London; Dr. Collie,
Homerton; Dr. J. Burdon Sanderson, London; The Secretary of the Hunterian
Society; Dr. Hitchcock, Lewisham; The Registrar-General of England; Dr.
Chavasse, Berlin; Ubique; Dr. Ogston, Upper Norwood; Dr. Kelly, Taunton;
Mr. Wanklyn, London; The Registrar-General of Ireland; Dr. Wilson, Alton;
Dr. W. Fairlie Clarke, Southborough; Dr. Wardell, Tunbridge Wells; W. W.;
Dr. Winn, London; T. S. P.; Mr. R. Wooton, London; Dr. J. Crichton
Browne, London; Curiosity; Dr. Broom, Clifton; The Registrar of the Royal
College of Physicians; Mr. Ingpen, London; Our Edinburgh Correspondent;
Mr. J. Netten Radcliffe, London; Dr. Bond, Gloucester; Dr. Taaffe, Brighton;
Dr. Robertson, Glasgow; X.; Dr. J. W. Moore, Dublin; Dr. Munro, London;
Dr. Shinkwin, Cork; L. M. D.; Mr. Hodson, Bishops Stortford; Mr. Cribb,
Bishops Stortford; Dr. Drummond, Dronfield; Dr. Rutherford, Edinburgh;
Mr. G. H. Evans, Birmingham; Dr. Goodchild, Leamington; Mr. T. P. Lucas,
London; Mr. Hamilton S. Cartwright, London; An Old Member of the Col-
lege; Mr. H. Wordsworth, London; Associate; Mr. S. M. Bradley, Manches-
ter; Dr. Joseph Rogers, London; Mr. W. Martindale, London; Mr. Bushell
Anningson, Cambridge; N.D.; Dr. A. Campbell, Navenby; Our Dublin Cor-
respondent; Mr. Cooper Todd, Folkestone; The Secretary of the Royal Medical
and Chirurgical Society; Dr. Gore, Dublin; Dr. Cayley, London; Mr. F. Pope,
Durham; R. J. W. C.; Mr. H. J. Ashburner, Horsham; Mr. Rothwell, Bolton;
Mr. C. W. Chubb, Torpoint; A Coantry Practitioner; MIr. Drinkwater,
Bicester; Fair Play; ;Mr. Edmund Lloyd, London; Dr. Stamford Felce, Lon-
don; Dr. Joseph Bell, Edinburgh; Dr. Sawyer, Birmingham; etc.
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